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KISTLER LIBRARY AT ROSEMONT RECENTLY 
COMPLETED AND DEDICATED 


The scene of the forthcoming Eastern Regional 
Conference will be Rosemont College, Rosemont, Pa., 
April 23 and 24. The 1934 conference was scheduled 
for Rosemont but construction operations then under 
way would have contributed to the confusion and in- 
convenience of the visitors. Then it was that the 
generous Sisters of St. Dominic at Caldwell extended 
the C.L.A. the hospitality of their institution. Now 
everything is in readiness at Rosemont to welcome 
the 1935 conference. 

The new addition to the Gertrude Kistler Memorial 
Library was formally dedicated January 14 last. 
Presiding at the function was His Eminence, Dennis 
Cardinal Dougherty. The occasional address was de- 
livered by Monsignor Fulton J. Sheen. The Kistler 
Library was opened June 7, 1926. In the ensuing 
years it was found that while the library had met 
requirements as far as books and equipment were 
concerned, there was a pressing need for more read- 
ing space due to the demands made by a larger faculty 
and an increase in the student enrollment. Mr. and 
Mrs. Sedgwick Kistler offered to build the needed 
addition. 

The building recently dedicated is no less useful 
than it is beautiful. The new reading room opening 
off the balcony on the second floor is both well-planned 
and charming. A vaulted ceiling and the large win- 
dow at the far end help to give an effect of spacious- 
ness, and the deep taupe carpet makes the room a 
quiet one. Six long quartered oak tables will com- 
fortably seat sixty students. The lighting is excellent, 
the diffused glow of the amber chandeliers strength- 
ened for reading by wrought iron table lamps. The 
walls are lined with oak book cases. 

The arrangement of books in the upper reading 
room is planned to effect a real work room. On the 
shelves are kept reference books of every type and 
a new reserve-book room has been built at the bal- 
cony end of the room. 

On the ground floor the new addition provides 
greatly extended stack facilities. A new charging 
desk and an enlarged catalogue file at the entrance to 
the stacks are two of the improvements in the equip- 
ment. The lower floor is divided into six seminar 
rooms devoted to the various subjects, a librarian’s 
m and a catalogue room, and a publications room. 


The Kistler Library, where the regional meetings 
will be held, offers everything that could be wished 
for in a library—completeness, adequate size, beauty. 
As Cardinal Dougherty said to Mother Mary Ignatius, 
looking about at the new building and the large stu- 
dent body, both undreamed of ten years ago, “If 
you want a first-class miracle for the canonization of 
Mother Connelly, you a it here.” 
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ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY PRESENT AT 
ST. LOUIS CONFERENCE FEBRUARY 22 

Following the precedent of meeting to discuss prac- 
tical problems in an informal way, set by regional 
library groups in the East, in the Far West, and in 
Chicago, the St. Louis Catholic Library Conference 
gathered for the first time on Friday, February 22, 
to discuss problems commonly met in Catholic high 
school and college libraries. 

The conference, which has no formal organization 
as yet, was informally sponsored by Rev. Henry H. 
Regnet, S.J., Librarian of St. Louis University; Sister 
M. Julice, S.S.N.D., Librarian of Rosati-Kain High 
School, St. Louis; and Brother Joseph G. O’Brien, 
S.M., librarian of the South Side Catholic High School, 
St. Louis. Pending a more definite organization, the 
sponsors took the initiative to determine the immedi- 
ate policy of the group. However, the general pro- 
cedure of selecting the date of the meeting, the topics 
to be discussed and the list of speakers, was worked out 
with the group as far as possible through correspond- 
ence. 

The morning sessions were held at St. Louis Uni- 
versity from 9:30-12:00 A.M. in the University Li- 
brary. Very Rev. Robert S. Johnston, S.J., President 
of St. Louis University, gave the address of welcome, 
in which he stressed the centralizing function of the 
library in binding all the departments of an educa- 
tional institution. 

Rev. Henry H. Regnet, S.J., the presiding officer of 
the meeting, spoke on the present status of the Catho- 
lic Periodical Index which is being cumulated for four 
years. The general apathy of Catholic institutions 
towards the C. P. J. was revealed by the disclosure 
of some interesting figures. 

Rev. Peter J. Etzig, C.SS.R., President of the 
C. L. A., presented a brief message from the organiza- 
tion which he represents, in which he encouraged a 
fusion of the local group with the national organiza- 
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GET READY FOR ROSEMONT! 

The Eastern Regional Conference this year will be 
held at Rosemont College, Tuesday and Wednesday, 
April 23 and 24. Mother M. St. Jerome, S.C.H.J., 
as librarian, will be hostess for the occasion. Every 
accommodation for the convenience of visitors is now 
being arranged. Over-night guests will be most wel- 
come and made to feel completely at home. In this 
respect, members are urged to cooperate with Mother 
St. Jerome by returning postcards advising her of 
their intentions. The affair will be given wide pub- 
licity and it is expected that a record-breaking at- 
tendance will be present. 

Full details of the program are not yet ready for 
publication. These will appear in the April Wortp. 
The round table discussions of the first afternoon will 
be the feature of the conference. Father Etzig has 
“threatened” to be present. This will give members 
in the East an opportunity to see our president “in 
the flesh.” Basing our prediction upon what we know 
of the program now in preparation, the Rosemont 
meeting is going to be a mighty good attraction. Plan 


to be there! 
a a 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO BARROWS SALARY FUND 
CONTINUE TO GROW 
Donations to the Barrows Salary Fund now 
amount to $329.00. Up to March 6 the following 
contributions have been received in addition to those 
already acknowledged in the Wortp: 


All Saints Commercial School, Brooklyn ......... 

Mt. St. Francis Library, Dubuque ..................... 

Leonard J. Rogge, St. Thomas College, St. Paul 

DePaul University, Chicago 

St. Mary’s College, Winona, Wis 

St. Saviour High School, Brooklyn. ................. 

College of St. Scholastica, Duluth 

Mt. St. Clare Library, Clinton, Iowa 

Our Lady of the Lake College, San Antonio... 

St. Thomas College, Scranton 

Bishop McDonnell Memorial High School, 
Brooklyn 

St. Mary Academy, Paducah, Ky 

Madonna High School, Chicago 

Abbey Library, Atchison, Kan 

Xavier University, New Orleans 


$5.00 
5.00 
1.00 


St. John’s University, Collegeville, Minn 

Notre Dame of Maryland, Baltimore 

Holy Name College, 
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WHAT CATHOLIC INSTITUTIONS ARE GIVING 
COURSES IN LIBRARY SCIENCE? 

This question was asked us recently by the editor 
of a periodical of interest to the library profession, 
In order to complete the answer to this question as 
far as it is possible we are requesting our readers to 
submit to the editor of the Wortp the names of 
Catholic institutions offering such courses, the ap 
proximate number of students enrolled in the course, 
the director of the course, and other data which may 
be of interest. The editor will appreciate coopera- 
tion in this enterprise. A complete and accurate list 
of these institutions would be a practical contribution 
to Catholic library progress. Get your pencil and 
jot down the information you have—then send it to 
the editor! 

PROBLEMS OF THE C.P.I. 
Rev. Paut J. Fork, C.S.C. 
Chairman, Editorial Board 

II. Administrative Problems: There are many 
adjustments to be made in the administration of the 
C.P.J. affairs if the operations are going to be sys- 
tematized. A re-organization is absolutely necessary 
for the improvement of the service and for greater 
efficiency. 

The staff of collaborators have given their co-opera- 
tion to the best of their ability, but some lack suffi- 
cient library training and the power of application 
to details which are qualifications required by those 
engaged in this type of bibliographical service. The 
editor’s work is seriously hampered by failure of some 
collaborators to adapt themselves strictly to the rules 
laid down. They do not follow the sample cards 
furnished for uniformity of entries according to tech- 
nique. Hence these deficiencies must be corrected by 
the editor, already too heavily burdened with many 
other cares. The editor-in-chief’s duties are princi- 
pally those of communication with collaborators, 
supervision, editing of work done, compilation, cu- 
mulation, retyping, cross reference work, and proof- 
reading of printer’s copy. These operations are in 
themselves tremendous tasks. Then add to these 
burdens sixteen or more periodicals that have gone 
begging, that are now indexed by the editor because 
no experienced persons have volunteered to handle 
any of these magazines. Here is a condition that is 
indeed discouraging to the one in charge of the work. 
The contention of the chairman is that the situation 
should not be permitted to continue if it can be reme- 

(Continued on Page 57) 
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ST. LOUIS CONFERENCE 
(Continued from Page 53) 
tion, to give it strength and to make its findings less 
parochial and less confined in the good they might 
accomplish. 

Mr. Charles Compton, President of the A. L. A., 
was to have honored the meeting by a message from 
the A. L. A., but business called him out of town 
shortly before the meeting. He was replaced on the 
program by Dr. E. J. Bostwick, Librarian of the St. 
Louis Public Library and ex-president of the A. L. A. 


The following topics were discussed in the morn- 
ing sessions : 

I. Educating the Student Body to Use the Library, 
Sister M. Almeda, S.S.N.D., Librarian, Notre Dame 
Junior College, St. Louis. 

Il. Practicability of Aiming at Accepted Standards 
in Cataloguing Smaller Libraries, Miss Gertrude 
Keevers, Librarian Rockhurst College, Kansas City. 

III. Standard Systems Used Today in High School 
Libraries, Miss Felicia Finnegan, Librarian, St. 


Teresa’s College, Kansas City. 

IV. Book Lists for Students’ Reading, Sister Anne 
Catherine, C.S.J., Redemptorist High School, Kansas 
City. 

\V. The Library and the Teacher, Sister M. Noreen, 
S.S.N.D., Librarian, St. Alphonsus High School, St. 


Louis. 

VI. Practical Means of Arousing Interest in 
Library Through Posters, Book Jackets, Displays, 
etc., Sister Mary Joseph, O.L., Librarian, Webster 
College, St. Louis. 

(Due to a crowded morning program, it was impos- 
sible to fit Sister Mary Joseph’s talk in this meeting. 
It was to be reserved for the next conference.) 

During the noon recess, lunch was served to the 
priests and Brothers at St. Louis University. The 
Sisters were served lunch at Rosati-Kain High School, 
which was furnished through the kindness of Rev. 
Paul J. Ritchie. Superintendent of Diocesan High 
Schools. 

After the luncheon, the group was entertained by 
a library playlet given by the Rosati-Kain girls, 
under the direction of Sister M. Julice, S.S.N.D. 

The afternoon sessions which took place at Rosati- 
Kain High School, St. Louis, started promptly at 2 
o'clock with a brief address of welcome by Rev. Paul 
J. Ritchie, §.T.L. The sessions, which concluded 
promptly at 4:30, included the following topics: 

VII. Raising the Standard of Reading Habits of 
Students, Rev. Francis Benoit, S.J., Librarian, St. 
Louis University High School. 

VIII. The Magazine Question—Kinds of Uses of, 
etc., Sister M. Victoire, O.P., Librarian, St. Mark 
High School, St. Louis. 


IX. Student Librarianship, Brother Joseph G. 
O’Brien, S.M., Librarian, South Side Catholic High 
School, St. Louis. 

X. Routine Factors in Book Buying, Miss Eleanor 
Baer, Librarian, Fontbonne College, St. Louis. 

XI. Clipping and Picture File, Sister Mary 
Catherine, Ad.PP.S., Librarian, Precious Blood In- 
stitute, Ruma, Illinois. 

About 120 were present at the sessions, representing 
60 different libraries in the general vicinity of St. 
Louis. 

A feature which proved quite attractive and inter- 
esting was a large library exhibit of posters, dis- 
plays, supply materials, books on library technique, 
and little mechanical devices‘made or adapted by the 
librarians present. 

It is hoped that this is merely the first of a series 
of conferences for the Catholic librarians in this 
region to arouse enthusiasm in library work and to 
secure through a mutual exchange of ideas, a wealth 
of information for meeting library problems. 

We are indebted to Brother Joseph G. 
O’Brien, S.M., for this condensed report of 
the St. Louis Meeting. —Ep. 

a a 


A MORAL PHILOSOPHY FOR CATALOGERS* 
Dr. Prerce BUTLER 


Professor of Bibliography, Graduate School, 
Chicago University 

It is the privilege of catalogers to occupy the most 
difficult status that exists in the library profession. 
Their work is esoterically technical, they consume a 
large chunk out of every library budget, and they are 
completely isolated from normal human contacts in 
all their activities. It is not surprising that readers 
should accuse them of pedantry, that trustees and 
administrators should revile their extravagance, and 
that fellow-librarians who are not catalogers should 
regard them with carping suspicion. Yet any in- 
formed and reasonable person must not merely recog- 
nize that there can be no library without an adequate 
catalog, but beyond this, must see that there can be 
no adequate catalog unless those who made it have 
observed strictly an elaborate code, have given un- 
stinted labor, and have devoted themselves to their 
work with an unwavering intellectual concentration. 
It must follow, then, that the particular difficulties of 
the cataloger are inherent in the functions which he 
must perform; they are not adventitious, they cannot 
be evaded. 

The first obligation of a cataloger is, therefore, to 
accept these special difficulties as a phase of his call- 
ing, and so, to regard the complaints, checks, and 
criticisms that rise up against him, not as invidious 
and cruel, but as the natural reactions of those who 


* Paper read at second national convention, Chicago. 
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are injudicious or ignorant. Unless as a humane 
human being the cataloger feels the inevitable logic 
of those who insult him, he can never devise a per- 
suasive answer to their accusations. To be able to 
do this is surely a primary duty of the vocation. No 
one should be more vividly aware, than the cataloger 
himself, how easily his efforts to be precise, painstak- 
ing, and objective can degenerate into pedantry, ex- 
travagance, and stultification. Moreover, be he never 
so careful, no cataloger can ever hope to free himself 
completely from suspicion of these failings. Thus it 
becomes his duty to face tranquilly an endless trial on 
these charges, and to be ready always to refute them 
intelligently and honestly. 

Let us consider in greater detail each count of the 
indictment: The first charge is of over-emphasis on 
technicalities for their own sake. Guilty or not guilty? 
The prisoner’s best chance, I fear, will be abject con- 
fession with a plea of extenuating circumstances. 
Are there actually ten professional catalogers who can 
refrain from calling a spade by some erudite term 
when it comes to establishing subject headings? 
There are not ten, there’s not even one, and there 
never has been in all human history. Every cataloger 
is and always will be ponderously pedantic. But 
is it his fault? Not necessarily. The blame lies, I 
believe, on the legalistic tone of his professional in- 
struction. In our library schools cataloging is taught, 
far too much as a process, and too little as a theory. 
A catalog code like every other real code is an ab- 
stract quintessence concentrated by long generations 
of wise people from their deep and varied experience. 
Such a distillation is so potent that carelessly taken it 
is bound to induce mental stupor. Rules are guides 
to correct action but they are intended to direct 
thought correctly, not to supplant it. Any cataloger 
whose instruction has failed to make him comprehend 
the reason and necessity of the code that he follows 
has a perfect right to be pedantic. 

Two faults run through much of our professional 
training. The first is that we treat library practice as 
a cook-book matter: Take so much of this and a 
pinch of that, treat it thus and so and you’ll have a 
library. The other is the substitution of abstract 
terms for vital realities. For example, all catalogers 
seem to have been inoculated with the serum of “con- 
sistency” to make them immune against any realistic 
thought about the reasons for what they are doing. 
But consistency by itself is less than nothing. Cer- 
tainly it is neither an ideal nor a virtue. A thief may 
be consistent in his criminous behavior or a fool in his 
folly. A stupid act does not become rational merely 
because it is repeated. If a cataloger apprehends 
through his own personal experience the actual compli- 
cation that is involved in a typical cataloging situation 
the rule governing it becomes the counsel of wisdom— 
otherwise it is meaningless. And the test is this: 


Can he explain the principle so that a layman can 
comprehend it? Clarity and simplicity, these are 
always the marks of any true science. And I'll add 
still a third, the quality of humility. Don’t feel that 
to make cataloging respectable it must be reconditely 
intellectual. Running through many of your catalog. 
ing practices are two homely principles. The first is 
that there are so many ways of doing a certain thing, 
all equally good, that one must be arbitrarily chosen 
in order that the book cataloged last year, the one 
handled today, and a third one that may come in five 
years time, will all inevitably come together. The 
other principle is equally homely, so homely indeed 
that it always disquiets ambitious novices. It is this: 
So much work has already been done in this silly way 
that to go back and do it all over again, more sensibly, 
is utterly impracticable. That’s a sound human judg- 
ment and there’s no reason why catalogers should be 
ashamed of it. 

I sometimes think that the ideal way to teach cata- 
loging would be to give your beginner, say one hun- 
dred books, that you have craftily chosen. Make 
him prepare a card for each one, by itself, without 
any guide but his own common sense, and have him 
deposit each card as he makes it in a locked ballot 
box where he cannot get at it for comparison or cor- 
rection. Then when this task is done, let the teacher 
take this naive catalog and demonstrate each of its in- 
evitable errors and show how the code avoids them. 
In that way, I am certain, even the least talented 
would comprehend vividly how far the wisdom of 
accumulated experience transcends the possibilities of 
mere logic. Probably that method would be impos- 
sible for large classes, but after all, however, the 
cataloger may have been taught, it is his bounden 
duty to clothe, in his imagination, the bare skeleton 
of his code with the living flesh of reality. When he 
does that he can always answer the charge of being 
petty-minded and perversely pedantic, in such a way 
as not merely to spare his accuser’s temper, but also 
to convert him. 

The second count in the indictment is excessive 
extravagance. The cataloger is said to spend out- 
rageously labor and equipment on what he is doing 
and to waste time on futile verifications of the ob- 
vious. What is the plea, guilty or not-guilty? But 
this method of discussion is becoming embarrassing. 
Let us abandon it. 

At any time it is the duty of officials to exercise a 
due economy, but now the duty is doubly impressive. 
This is the day of financial depression. And it’s 
worse than that. If this very morning the wheels of 
industry commenced to spin again with their wonted 
clanger and the tills of commerce again to rattle, it 
would still be many years before restored prosperity 
reached the library. There’s a long lag between the 
institution and society in general. For a _ weary 
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period we librarians must practice belt-tightening and 


cheese-paring. In this the cataloger must do his 
share. How can he do it? Again the problem re- 
solves itself into a due observance of the principles 
of clarity, simplicity, and humility. The cataloger 
owes no fealty to any system, method, or procedure. 
His only obligation is to actual human requirements. 
There should be no question of art for art’s sake. 
The cataloger’s art has no justification but the needs 
of the people who are to use the catalog. Measure 
the catalog and the cost of producing it against the 
scale of the library itself. Set up no impracticable 
ideal of a full dress catalog for every collection. If 
all that is needed is a short-title finding list it is no 
derogation from your professional dignity to make 
one, even though you are capable of preparing in- 
cunabula entries for the Gesamtkatalog. Adjust your 
pattern to your material. 

Meditate on the principles that have been named 
“the margin of tolerance,” and “the law of diminish- 
ing returns.”” There are few bibliographical situations 
where an error of five per cent will invalidate the 
procedure. If it costs five hundred hours of labor to 
catalog a group of books 95% accurate, it will prob- 
ably cost more than five hundred additional hours to 
make it perfect—if that is ever humanly possible. 

Strive to apprehend the relativity of value to func- 
tion. At this very moment, we can be quite certain, 
there are several dozen catalogers striving to find 
bibliographical authority, which does not exist, for 
ephemoral and useless pamphlets, and dozens of others 
spending ten dollars of time on worthless donated 
volumes for which the order departments wouldn’t 
give fifteen cents. Thus is fulfilled the ironic law 
which makes books that cost nothing the most expen- 
sive that any library can acquire. And who does 
this ?—catalogers. Endeavor always to correlate your 
endeavor to the actual requirements of human usage. 

And that brings us to the third count of the in- 
dictment against the cataloger: he is said to be petty- 
minded and intolerant. 

It is extremely hard for him not to be. The 
conditions of his task make it almost impossible for 
him to maintain a realistic human attitude. He al- 
ways must labor behind the scenes. Books plump 
down on his desk out of vacuity, and one after another 
disappear again, with their cards, into a vacuum. The 
cataloger, as it were, merely puts on nuts No. 17 and 
No. 31 as the volumes pass in the process of library 
assembly. He never sees, what he helps to make, in 
actual operation. This is the unwholesome effect of 
the division of labor. You must make an effort, on 
your own part, to avoid stultification. Request now 
and then an opportunity to serve in the other func- 
tions of the library. See with your own eyes, feel 
by actual contact, the human use of what you are 
making. Spend some of your leisure as an outside 


reader ; forget all you know about catalogs and assign 
yourself tasks in finding out the literature of a par- 
ticular subject, and in running down the call numbers 
of the books that are referred to in a common text 
book. Use the catalog as a layman must use it. 

Cherish each opportunity to learn by teaching. 
Welcome questions from laymen, the more idiotic the 
better. Always after you have done your best at 
explanation, think out ways in which you might have 
done better. If you cannot make an intelligent child 
apprehend clearly anything that you know you don’t 
really know it. 

Cataloging is like every other vocation. It has its 
own particular difficulties inherent in the very nature 
of things. If one accepts them tranquilly as the con- 
ditions of his existence, conceives them realistically 
with clarity, simplicity and humility, and practices 
himself in self-discipline, there will come a time when 
these difficulties have transformed themselves into 
real advantages. This certainly can happen with 
cataloging despite its technicality, laboriousness, and 
seeming aridity. 

a 
PROBLEMS OF THE P. L 
(Continued from Page 54) 


died by action of the C.P.J. Board. 

Surely there are some librarians of sufficient train- 
ing to assist as collaborators in this bibliographical 
work. The four-year permanent volume of the C.P./. 
is a stupendous undertaking, and no amount of in- 
dustry, heroic self-sacrifice, and zeal for the cause on 
the part of the editor-in-chief can hope to overcome 
the handicaps that here present themselves. It is 
positively a shame to overtax the nervous energies of 
one willing person when persons can be found to per- 
form the preliminary work. Sheer exhaustion is sure 
to be the net result, because it is physically impossible 
to complete a four-year cumulation with several col- 
laborators lacking. 

The editor-in-chief has continued in this whirlpool 
of difficulties because she has ever hoped to save the 
gasping C. P. J. from failure and ruin. In the face 
of all these embarrassments there have been certain 
collaborators who have forsaken the ship, who in other 
words have ceased to function or to send in their 
usual copy because they felt that they had a prophetic 
vision that the project was already on the rocks. 
They anticipated, therefore, any announcement of the 
Association or the C.P./J. Board that the doom of this 
project was at hand. This irresponsibility and self- 
sufficiency, when contrasted with the self-denial and 
self-sacrifice of others, have been a cause of great 
discouragement. Where is the hundred per cent co- 


operation that should exist in the affairs of the Asso- 
ciation? Where is the unity of purpose to strive 
harmoniously for the advancement of Catholic in- 
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terests? Where are the apostolic spirit and fortitude 
so necessary to fight these battles of adversity and to 
win against terrible odds? In attempting to storm 
the heights perhaps there are some here present who 
may be willing to fill these gaps in the ranks caused 
by the withdrawal of certain collaborators. Others 
should volunteer to lighten the extra-heavy burden 
placed on the editor-in-chief who is now indexing 
sixteen periodicals that should be handled by her staff. 

Another practical problem of administration con- 
cerns the periodicals now listed and those to be listed. 
The application of a basis of judgment for the selec- 
tion, retention and rejection of periodicals must be 
determined according to some reasonable and just 
form of action, and consequently these policies should 
be declared as soon as possible, because certain 
editors and publishers have made application that 
their magazines be given recognition and be indexed 
in the C.P.J. In these decisions the Editorial Board 
of the C.P.J. and the Catholic Library Association 
itself are facing some very delicate situations which 
will require tact and yet firmness in handling. When 
the publication of the C.P./. was in prospect a group 
of librarians prepared a tentative list of periodicals 
for indexing. They realized that some of the maga- 
zines and reviews compiled hardly merited their in- 
clusion permanently in the C.P.J. In this matter the 
chairman is of the opinion that the committee acted 
wisely, for there were no criteria or no predetermined 
rules for selection. As all the periodicals indexed in 
the C.P.J. should be measured by their usefulness to 
subscribers, it would be well at this time to investigate 
the services that each performs for this clientele. By 
following the service basis checklist we may now dis- 
cover that certain periodicals are not supported by 
anyone or perhaps only by a few persons. Then we 
must determine by actual cost of indexing, whether 
or not the particular periodical in question should be 
discontinued. Should all periodicals be governed by 
this rule of thumb? Are there not certain scholarly 
reviews with very few subscribers that should be re- 
tained because the matter offered is of the highest 
merit? Here the prudent judgment of the Board 
should be exercised. A certain amount of discretion 
must be used so that this bibliographical guide may 
not lose its value by too rigid standards for selection 
or rejection. 

The Board should obtain from the H. W. Wilson 
Co. the details of their policies. We know that a 
general rule is employed for arriving at a decision 
regarding selection, retention and rejection. The vote 
of the subscribers for the C.P./J. helps to solve the 
problem. Are all periodicals now listed and indexed 
governed by the majority decision of subscribers to 
the C.PJ.? Or is a majority necessary for this in- 
clusion? Are there any other controlling factors in 
the matter of selection or rejection other than the 


check list and the votes of subscribers? What is the 
minimum service demanded of each periodical if ma- 
jority decision is not secured or the checking jis 
scanty? We know that the pro rata service basis is 
high in such cases. Does it pay either the individual 
subscriber or the C.P.J. Board to continue these high 
assessments? Some rates run up to about $2.00 or 
more per year, adding appreciably to the net amount 
charged on the service basis. 

Again there should be a determination of policy 
when the flat rate should be applied. There seems to 
be an equity founded on the size of the library, its 
resources and the services rendered. Here, then, 
reasonable arrangements or formulas must be worked 
out in relation to the cost of operation of the C.P_J, 
In all our business relations we must always keep in 
mind the cost of production. On the other hand we 
must deal sympathetically with subscriber’s interests. 

Failure to weigh the consequences of inordinate 
expansion may also have dire effects and may imperil 
the stability of the C.P.J. The project is still in the 
experimental stage. It is a project that has demon- 
strated its value as an indispensable working tool in 
every Catholic library. It is a project which in its 
initial stages has received commendations at home 
and abroad. Hence it is imperative that all concerned 
and especially the Editorial Board should arrive at 
certain definite decisions to regulate and control the 
operations in harmony with the best interests of ser- 
vice and in accord with a practical business economy. 

a 
METROPOLITAN RECORD??? 

The Metropolitan Record, founded by Archbishop 
Hughes of New York, thrived between 1859 and 1864. 
A member of the C. L. A. desires as much information 
as possible about this diocesan organ. Any data 
whatsoever will be deeply appreciated by Sister M. 
Bernard Joseph, O.P., Mt. St. Mary-on-the-Hudson, 
Newburgh, N. Y. 


NEW BOOKS 


SPIRITUAL BOOK ASSOCIATES 
Selection for March 
O’Bryne, Cathal. From Far Green Hills. New York: 
Kenedy. $2. 


With a deft touch of imagination, this Irish poet and story- 
teller takes several familiar figures who appear in the Gospels, 
as Mary Magdalen and the Bride of Cana, and gives their 
stories after they had concluded their mission with Christ, leav- 
ing his readers with a feeling of pleasant intimacy with them. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 
O’Connor, Rev. John S., S.J. Bibliography of Science and 
Philosophy. Introduction. Woodstock, Maryland: Woodstock 
Press. 20c. 


A pamphlet listing two hundred books with authors, pelichers. and 
dates of issue, also notable magazine articles, and finally bibliographies, all 
of recent publication and treating of modern developments in the physical 
sciences significant because of their philosophical or religious implications. 
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PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION 


Burns, Rev. John F., Ph.D., O.S.A. Sermons for Lent. 128 
Summary of each sermon. Milwaukee: Bruce. 75c. 

Dougherty, Rev. John C., S.T.L. Outlines of Bible Study. 
Introduction by Rev. George Johnson, Ph.D. xi and 212 pp. 
Illustrations. Maps. Index. Reading and Lists. Test Questions. 
Milwaukee: Bruce. $1.80. 

Welcome as another new introduction to the appreciation of Holy 
Writ, this book is definitely planned for study-club work; it consists of 
a section containing elementary Scriptural erudition, analyses of both 
Testaments, and lastly sixty-seven pages of readings from Bible. 

Garrigou-Legrange, Rev. R., O.P. God—His Existence and 
His Nature. A Thomistic Solution of Certain Agnostic Antinomies. 
Translated from the Fifth French Edition by Dom Bede Rose, 
Vol. I. St. Louis: Herder. $3. 


This distinguished leader of the Thomistic renaissance 
brilliant treatise on the knowledge of God as taught by the 
as attainable by the natural light of reason. 


Hock, Rev. Conrad. The Four Temperaments. Foreword by 
the Pallottine Fathers, Milwaukee. 62 pp. Milwaukee: Bruce. 35c. 

A pithy explanation of the four temperaments—choleric, melancholic, 
sanguine, and a psychological monograph ex- 
tremely practical for the training of character by parents, teachers, or 
subjects themselves. 

Mac Rory. H. E,, Cardinal, Archbishop of Armagh. The 
New Testament and Divorce. With additional notes by Very Rev. 
J.M. T. Barton, D.D., LSS. Cr. 8vo. 93 pp. London: Burns, 
Oates & Washbourne. 3s. 6d. 

These articles, originally published twenty-five years in the Irish 
Theological Quarterly and now supplemented by Dr. Barton, make a 
lucid and authoritative arraignment of divorce. 

Many, Rev. Victor, $.S. Marvels of Grace. Authorized trans- 
lation by Rev. Albert-D. Talbot, S.S. Preface by Most Rev. G. 
Gauthier, D.D., Administrator Apostolic of Montreal. Foreword 
by Most Rev. Gerald Shaughnessy, $.M., S.T.D., Bishop of Seattle. 


xv and 83 pp. Milwaukee: Bruce. $1. 

In the spirit of the New Apologetic, Father Many makes his ap- 
proach to the discussion of the Christian life from the positive side, 
not touching upon sin, but presenting with unction the doctrine of the 
Divine Indwelling. 

Meyer, Rev. Wendelin, O.F.M. Conferences for Religious. 
Translated by Sister M. Liguori, O.S.F. Preface. Stella Niagara, 
N. Y.: Sisters of St. Francis. $2. 

Conferences based on the twenty-five Spiritual Maxims of St. Bona- 
venture sympathetically expounded by a Franciscan writer and excellently 
carried into English by a Franciscan translator. _ 

More, Dom Thomas Verner, Ph.D., M.D. Principles of 
Ethics. Lippincott’s Nursing Manuals. 8vo. x and 381 pp. In- 
dices. Annotated Bibliography of Nursing Ethics. Philadelphia: 
Lippincott. $3. 

Based on a survey of the character and actual incidence of moral 
problems in the lives of nurses made by one of his graduate students, 
this general text of practical ethics by the distinguished professor of 
psychology at the Catholic University has the advantage of relating 
ethics closely to daily life and of bens convenient for teaching on account 
of its frequent summaries of principles and its citing for discussion 
nurses’ problems uncovered by the survey. : 

Schryvers, Rev. Joseph, C.Ss.K. The Gift of Oneself. 
Translated from the French by a Religious of Carmel. Bettendorf, 


lowa: Carmelite Convent. $1.50. 
The first of the works of this master of ascetical writing to be trans- 
lated into English, this treatise is admirably suited for prayerful reading. 
Swint, Most Rev. John J. The Parables of the Kingdom. A 
Course of Lenten Sermons. 64 pp. Milwaukee: Bruce. 50c. 


_Six splendid Lenten sermons in outline, a second series by the author 
i The Moral Law; they are based on the parables of the Kingdom as 
given in the thirteenth chapter of St. Matthew's gospel. 

The 


Wright, Very Rev. Canon Thomas. Living Faith: 
Catholic Layman Instructed in the Way of Christian Perfection. 
foreword by the Bishop of Middlesbrough. viii and 196 pp. New 
York: Kenedy. $2. 

Eager to aid Catholic layfolk to attain Christian perfection in their 
state, this experienced English priest offers them an uncommonly 
stimulating a, each of its seventeen chapters being followed by a set of 


Provocative “‘Consideration,” making for deep meditation and pe 
application of the vital truths under consideration. 


ESSAYS AND POETRY 


Chesterton, Gilbert Keith. Avowals and Denials. 
York: Dodd, Mead. $2.50. 


rovides a 
urch and 


New 


With his usual wide range of subject-matter and his usual sureness and 
brilliance of stroke, this master-defender of the Faith presents the latest 
collection of his papers. 


Rothensteiner, Right Rev. Msgr. John, translator and 
compiler. A German Garden of the Heart: German Lyrics from 
Volkslied unto Rainer Maria Rilke. St. Louis: Herder. $2.50. 

ttle known for his distinguished work in poetry in German and English. 
HISTORY 

Kenny, Rev. Michael, S.J., Ph.D., Litt.D. The Romance 
of the Floridas: The Finding and The Founding. Science and 
Culture Series. Preface by Rev. Joseph Husslein, S.J., General 
Editor. Foreword by Dr. James A. Robertson. xxiii and 395 pp. 
Maps. Illustrations. Appendix. Bibliography. Index. Mil- 
waukee: Bruce. $3.75. 


An epochal book telling in stirring style the rich contributions made by 
Catholic Spain's conquistadores and missionaries to the making of Florida, 
rgia, and the Carolinas, using recently discovered sources to prove 
these facts usually ignored in the writing of our history and to scotch 


some long-accepted legends. 
Rogers, Patrick, D.Litt. The Irish Volunteers and Catholic 
12s. 6d. 


Emancipation. London: Burns, Oates & Washbourne. 

A scholarly account of the Irish Volunteers (1778-1793) and their 
share in the winning of the franchise for Irish Catholics, in which 
=a was felt, incidentally, the effect of the success of the American 


utions. 
BIOGRAPHY 

Cassinari, Rev. Ernesto, C.M. Life of Blessed Catherine 
Laboure. Translated from the Italian by a Sister of Charity of St. 
Vincent de Paul. St. Louis: Herder. $1.25. 

An excellent version in English of the second edition of the sweet 
and simple life of the Little Sister of Charity to whom Our Lady a cen- 
tury ago gave the Miraculous Medal. 

Ghéon, Henri. Jn Search of Mozart. Translated by Count 
Alexander Dru de Mongelas. Demy 8vo. 480 pp. Illustrated. 
New York: Sheed. $4. 


The eminent dramatic artist and biographer of saints interprets the 
musical genius, interweaving a sympathetic study of the man with 
pertinent discussion of aesthetics and showing ozart’s creative gift 
to be in a Christian sense a spiritual thing. : 

Hollis, Christopher. Thomas More. Science and Culture 


Series. Preface by the General Editor, Rev. Joseph Husslein, S.J., 
Ph.D., xii and 256 pp. Illustrations. Epilogue. Table of Refer- 


ences. Index. Milwaukee: Bruce. $2.25. 

For the quartocentennial of More's martyrdom and the year of his 
canonization, Mr. Hollis has prepared this eminently readable study of 
the man, his times, and the philosophy of law and politics which he held. 

O’Brien, Joseph L., M.A., 8.T.D. Jokn England — Bishop 
of Charleston. Preface by Rev. Peter Guilday. 8vo. New 
York: Edward O'Toole Company. 

Based largely .on the records afforded by the weekly publication, United 
States Catholic Miscellany, this is a popular life of the zealous 
prelate- triot called “‘The Apostle of Democracy.” 

Willette, H. Lavalliére, Actress and Saint. Translated by 


Mary B. M. Sands. London: Sands. 3s. 6d. 

The fascinating story of Eugenie Marie Pascaline Feneglio, interna- 
tionally acclaimed as the actress Lavalliére, who turned her back on the 
stage, sought vainly to enter the Carmelite Order, and then as a Fran- 
ciscan tertiary did missionary work among the Arabs in Africa until her 


edifying death in 1929. 
FICTION 


Dostal, Rev. W. A. The Hand of God. New York: Ben- 


ziger. $2. 

A story both entertaining and enlightening concerning a Catholic gir! 
weaned trom her faith at a non-Catholic school, drawn into a civil 
marriage with an atheist, and finally by disaster brought back to God. 

Eliot, Ethel Cook. Her Sow to Keep. New York: Mac- 


millan. $2. 

Modern in setting and style and constructed with no little skill, this 
novel of a recent convert to the Faith is noteworthy as concretizing th 
teaching of the Church regarding the distinction to be made between sin 


and the person sinning. 
MacNamara, 0. The Emerald Pawn. Dublin: M. H. Gill. 


7s. 6d. 

A oped novel of Ireland under Elizabethan tyranny through which 
walk King Philip, James FitzMaurice, and the gallant martyrs of the 
time 


Régnier, Paule. The Abbey of Evolayne. Translated from 
the French by Samuel Sloane. New York: Harcourt, Brace. $2. 

This intensely Catholic novel executed with high artistry has merited 
the America-France Award, is the French Academy prize novel, and has 
the recommendation of the Catholic Book Club. A French couple, unbe- 
lievers, are converted; each embraces the cloistered life; after seven 
years the wife, for whom the sacrifice proves too great, seeks to solve 
the strain by suicide, and dies repentant in her husband’s arms. 
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BROOKLYN-LONG ISLAND UNIT HOLDS 
ANOTHER ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING — 
Despite difficulties of travel due to the recent snow, 
nearly thirty Catholic librarians of Brooklyn and 
Long Island gathered at St. John’s Preparatory 1 
Library, Saturday, February 2nd, for the third con- 
ference of this enthusiastic group. At the opening 
of the meeting the hostess, Mrs. Funk, extended 
greetings from the Principal of St. John’s, Reverend 
Arthur DeC. Hamilton, who was unable to be present. 
Following the example of Brother Thomas at the 
November meeting held at the Bishop Loughlin 
Memorial High School, Mrs. Funk distributed mimeo- 
graphed sheets describing briefly the methods and 
activities in St. John’s Preparatory School Library. 
The chief points of interest in these activities are 
concerned with the library schedule. Students make 
free use of the library before school, at noon, and 
after school for reading, reference, and study. During 
school hours students may come to the library with 
the permission of their instructors, although entire 
classes are not regularly scheduled except during 
periods of library instruction. All boys having free 
periods spend that time in the library and do not 
leave without permission. Four lessons on the use 
of books and libraries are given by the librarian to 
each first term class. These lessons are followed by 


individual problems to be worked in the library and 


are credited to the student’s grade in English. 

The first order of business was concerned with the 
proposed Union Check List of Periodicals indexed in 
the C.P.J. which may be found in Brooklyn and Long 
Island libraries. Brother Thomas, who has charge of 
this investigation, distributed a mimeographed list of 
the holdings of Catholic periodicals in the Queens 
Borough Public Library. This list is the result of 
the loyal efforts of Mrs. Cartmell, Supervisor of Work 
with Children in that library, and will be of con- 
siderable assistance in furthering the magazine project. 
It is gratifying to note that fourteen Catholic maga- 
zines may be found in the Queens Borough Library 
system. 

After this report Dr. Fitzgerald of Brooklyn Pre- 
paratory School kindly offered to have a similar list 
compiled for Catholic magazines in the Brooklyn 
Public Library. When this information is complete, 
Brother Thomas has generously promised to furnish 
each member of the association with a unit list. This 
will undoubtedly facilitate and encourage the use of 
the forthcoming issue of the C.P./. 

In line with a suggestion of Sister Rose Muriel of 
the Academy of St. Joseph, “Book Selection for the 
Catholic High School Library” was chosen for dis- 
cussion at the meeting. This subject was ably handled 
by Sister Mary Louise of Bishop McDonnell Me- 
morial High School, who gave a preliminary talk and 
led the round table discussion. 


Very instructive also was the system of book selec- 
tion outlined by Sister Mary Louise. At the begin- 
ning of each term a book requisition form is sent to 
the head of each department to be returned to the 
library within a week. These books requested by the 
faculty are carefully checked with the Regents, A.L.A., 
and Wilson lists. If they are found on either, Catho- 
lic book lists and book reviews are then carefully 
investigated. If the books have received worth while 
criticism, they are purchased at once. In case of any 
doubt, teachers are interviewed as to reasons for the 
request of a certain book. If purchase is still doubt- 
ful, a copy is procured for examination. In many 
cases this examination shows the book to be entirely 
unsuitable for a Catholic high school. 

In the discussion following Sister Mary Louise's 
talk the field of history was mentioned as requiring 
special care in the selection of books. For instance, 
the substitution of Belloc’s “French Revolution” for 
that of Carlyle’s was strongly recommended. Sister 
Trinidad of St. Saviour’s High School suggested the 
advisability of warning students against dangerous 
books; others were of the opinion that this method 
was more suitable for college than for high school 
students. 

The subject of book selection was closed with the 
strong recommendation that a committee be appointed 
some time in the near future to formulate a list of 
books found in the Brooklyn and New York libraries 
which would be a safe guide for our adolescent Catho- 
lic youth. 

Sister Natalena of St. Angela Hall then followed 
with a very interesting talk on “Encouragement of 
Reading Among Young People.” Sister Natalena 
pointed out that interest in an author often leads to 
a greater enjoyment of a book. This idea was really 
the motivation for the fine Book Week exhibit of 
Catholic books, photographs, and letters of these 
Catholic authors which Sister Natalena displayed at 
St. Angela fall last November. 

It was indeed a regret to the entire association that 
Mrs. Cartmell, who was scheduled to give further 
discussion on the encouragement of reading, was un- 
able to be present because of ill health. However, 
Mrs. Cartmell sent greetings to the association and 
mailed for distribution copies of a new book list from 
her department entitled, “Recent Books for Campfire 
Reading.” In addition to this list Mrs. Funk had ar- 
ranged a table display of useful book lists from 
various sources. 

a 

A big hit at the Brooklyn-Long Island meeting was 
the ingenious poster display of the C.P./. devised by 
Father Placidus Kempf. The poster was adapted 
from the cover of a popular weekly magazine and 
drew favorable comment from all who saw it. The 
same poster will be on view at Rosemont. 


= 
| 


